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Monitoring the òNorth American Monsoonó 

I know we have reviewed this in the past so I will be brief this time aroundé  The word 
ñmonsoonò is typically associated with heavy rainfall but in reality has nothing to do 
with rain at all and is actually just a seasonal shift in the upper level wind pattern and 
in this case, S/SSW winds contain additional moisture to fuel storms.  The NWS in 
Albuquerque has done a nice job breaking down what this monsoon season may have 
in store for us here in Colorado as the moisture has to travel through AZ and NM to 
reach us here in CO and we can gain some insight.  Below are maps showing 
temperature and precipitation trends through September over North America. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

If you find the monsoon season interesting here are some links that allow you to dig 
deeper in the NAM or North American Monsoon: 

https://climas.arizona.edu/sw-climate/monsoon/tracker 

https://www.weather.gov/media/abq/Briefings/2021MonsoonOutlook.pdf 

https://www.wrh.noaa.gov/twc/monsoon/dewpoint_tracker.php 

Portions of AZ and NM have started of the monsoon season with heavy rain for some 
areas (over a foot!).  Below are maps of total precipitation from 6/15-7/10 and how they 
relate to normal for our neighbors to the south in New Mexico: 
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June  Rainfall Map (Denver Metro Area)  

Below is a 30 day rainfall map of the Denver Metro area for the month of June.  Some 
rain gauges may be contaminated with sprinkler system activity or may not have been 
operational the whole month but overall this map will give you a good idea of the 
precipitation distribution that fell during the month.  Generally between 1-3ò of rain was 
observed for the month with the higher totals favoring the Front Range foothills which 
is typical as they experience more storm activity on a daily basis that the plains.  The 
high mark of 4.53ò over W Jefferson County was mainly due to a 2.32ò dump that 
occurred over a few hours on June 29th.  Overall, you can see how poorly DIA 
represents the majority of the Denver Metro area when it comes to rainfall for the 
month of June.     

   

 

 



Drought Update  

All counties east of the Continental Divide have completely recovered from the 
drought! West of the Divide, exceptional drought conditions continue to worsen. As of 
June 2021, the Park Range joins itôs neighbors in exceptional drought conditions.  

 

The map below shows forecasted temperature deviances for July 2021.  There is a 
bias over all of CO for above normal temperatures during June favoring western areas 
of the state. 

   


