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NWS Watch/Warning/Advisory-Summer 

Its that time of the year to review the NWS Watch/Warnings and Advisories that are typically issued during the 
summer months.  Below are definitions for common Waatch/Warning and Advisory products issued from the 

NWS: 
 

Special Weather Statement 
Issued for hazards that have not yet reached warning or advisory status or that do not have a specif ic code of their own, 
such as widespread funnel clouds. Commonly used when radar indicates a strong thunderstorm is producing small hail or 

high winds whose strength does not reach the criteria to be designated a severe thunderstorm.  

 

Severe Thunderstorm Watch 

A Severe Thunderstorm Watch is issued when severe thunderstorms are possible in and near the watch area. It does not 
mean that they will occur. It only means they are possible. 

Severe thunderstorms are def ined as follows: 

1) Winds of  58 mph or higher 

AND/OR 

2) Hail 1 inch in diameter or larger. 

 

Severe Thunderstorm Warning 

A Severe Thunderstorm Warning is issued when severe thunderstorms are occurring or imminent in the warning area.  

Severe thunderstorms are def ined as follows: 

1) Winds of  58 mph or higher 

AND/OR 

2) Hail 1 inch in diameter or larger. 

  

Severe Weather Statement 



Provides follow up information on severe weather conditions (severe thunderstorm or tornadoes) which have occurred or 

are currently occurring. 

 

Tornado Watch 
A Tornado Watch is issued when severe thunderstorms and tornadoes are possible in and near the watch area. It does 

not mean that they will occur. It only means they are possible. 

Severe thunderstorms are def ined as follows: 

1) Winds of  58 mph or higher 

AND/OR 

2) Hail 1 inch in diameter or larger. 

 

Tornado Warning 
A Tornado Warning is issued when a tornado is imminent. When a tornado warning is issued, seek safe shelter 
immediately. 

  

Hydrologic Outlook 

Issued when a f lood potential exists in a time beyond 48 hours f rom the start of  the event.   

Flash Flood Watch 
A Flash Flood Watch is issued when conditions are favorable for rapidly rising water to poses an immediate hazard to life 

and property. It does not mean that f lash f looding will occur, but it is  possible. 
 

Flash Flood Warning 

A Flash Flood Warning is issued when rapidly rising water poses an immediate hazard to life and property.   

 

Flood Watch 

A Flood Watch is issued when conditions are favorable for f looding. Issued 6-48 hours before the event. It does not mean 
f looding will occur, but it is possible. 
 

Flood Warning 

A Flood Warning is issued when f looding is imminent or occurring.  

  

Areal Flood Watch 

Issued to inform public if  general area wide f looding is expected. Issued 6-48 hours ahead of  the event.  

  

Areal Flood Warning 

Issued when conf idence is high of  f looding severe enough to result in signif icant threat to lives and property.   

This information and more can be found here: 
 
https://www.weather.gov/otx/Watch_Warning_Advisory_Definitions#Severe%20Thunderstorm%20Watch 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

https://www.weather.gov/otx/Watch_Warning_Advisory_Definitions#Severe%20Thunderstorm%20Watch


Current Snowpack 

The northern Rockies of ID/MT/WY enjoy well above normal snowpack for this time of year as well as the 

Cascades of the Pacific NW while the San Juans of southern CO have already lost their snow with the northern 
mountains still hanging on to near normal snowpack for this time of year.  Late season snow has helped the South 

Platte River and Arkansas River basins reach normal levels for the date:  
 

https://www.wcc.nrcs.usda.gov/ftpref/data/water/wcs/gis/maps/west_swepctnormal_update.pdf  

 



 

Drought Update  
 

After a very dry April over eastern CO, the month of May came through with above normal precipitation for 
many areas but there was not enough excess moisture to alleviate the drought concerns over the state.  The 
southern areas tend to be experiencing the more severe to extreme drought compared to northern Colorado in 

general. Drought conditions are prevalent over the western US with minimal drought E of the Mississippi river.  
 

 
  



 

The map below shows forecasted temperature deviances for June 2022. There is a strong bias, especially 

southern areas of the state for above normal temperatures during the month of June.  Below normal temperatures 
are expected to persist over the Pacific NW as they experience what the locals call “Juneuary”.   

 

 
 

 
 

 
  



 
The map below shows forecasted precipitation deviances for June 2022. Over Colorado there is a bias towards 

below normal precipitation over all of the state (this same product said the same for May, and we ended up 
w/above normal precipitation many areas).  Above normal precipitation trends expected over Florida and 

portions of the Gulf coast. 
 

 
 

  



 
Drought conditions remain entrenched over much of CO and the SW for that matter.  With good snowpack and 

an active spring over the northern Rockies drought removal is likely for many areas of ID/OR/WA/MT and 
WY.   

 
 

 
  



May Summary 
 
After a very inactive April for northeastern Colorado, May of 2022 brought much needed moisture with above 

average precipitation and much of it in the form of snow. The normal precipitation for the month of May is 2.16” 
and 2022 was 0.43” above the normal with 2.59” total precipitation recorded at DIA. Temperatures ended up 
being near normal to slightly below normal over northeastern Colorado. The average daily high temperature 

reported at DIA was 71.7°F with an average daily low of 42.0°F. Combining the average highs and lows resulted 
in a monthly mean temperature of 56.8°F, 0.6°F lower than the normal of 57.4°F. The highest recorded 

temperature at DIA for the month of May was 90°F set on the 11th, with the lowest temperature of 31°F set in the 
early morning hours of May 21st. Overall, the month of May featured stretches inactive weather from the 6-20th 
of the month with active periods from the2nd-5th and 20th through the end of the month.  There were 8 days with 

measurable precipitation but most of the moisture was observed on the 1-2nd with 0.88” and the 20-21st (0.78”) 
and the 31st (0.71”). Total snow for the month of May was 2.3” out at DIA which is 0.9” above the average of 

1.4” and results in a season total of 49.5”.  Much of northern Colorado missed out on the snowfall on the 20-21st 
with the Fort Collins, Loveland and Greeley areas reporting little if any snow.   The most significant snowfall 
event occurred on May 20-21st where moderate to heavy snow fell in the foothills of Boulder, Jefferson and 

Douglas Counties with 8-16” or more of snow in the foothills and over the Palmer Divide. The heavy, “wet” snow 
in tandem with leafed out trees resulted in a branch breaking event for many areas above 6,000ft.  Total snowfall 

for the month was well above normal from the City of Boulder southward and in particular over the foothills.  
The month of May ended with another snow event for the foothills on the 31st which persisted into the 1st of 
June.  The June snow totals in the foothills and higher terrain of the Palmer Divide will be added to May totals 

for this report.  Snow totals for the month ranged from 2-10” over Metro Denver with the higher totals over the 
W/SW suburbs and 5-15” or more over Douglas County with 15-30” or more in the Front Range foothills.  

Northern Colorado in the Fort Collins and Greeley areas reported no snow at all to up to 1” around Loveland.   
Below is a climate graph for the month of May at DIA. 
 

 

 
May of 2022 featured above average temperatures with slightly above average precipitation and much higher than 

average snowfall over southeast Colorado. The airport in Colorado Springs reported the average daily high 
temperatures for May of 73.1°F and an average low of 45.2°F. Combining the average highs and lows resulted in 
a monthly mean temperature of 59.1°F which was 2.0°F above the normal May average monthly temperature of 

57.1°F. The highest temperature recorded at the Colorado Springs airport during the month of May was 91°F on 
both May 7th and on May 11th with the lowest temperature of 30°F set on the morning of May 21st. Precipitation 

recorded at the Colorado Springs airport for May totaled 2.02” which was 0.03” above the normal value of 2.05” 
for May. Total snowfall for May at the Colorado Springs airport was 10.3” which was recorded during the event 
on the 20-21st and ranks as the 5th snowiest May on record and 9.7” above normal.  Other isolated snow events 

occurred on the 2nd, 4-5th, 23-24th and the 31st through June 1st which mainly impacted areas above 7,000’ over 



the higher terrain of the Palmer Divide and Pikes Peak region.  However, these other events were generally weak 
with the 3 day, 20-22nd event producing the only snowfall event for the Colorado Springs area for the month.  The 

heavy, “wet” snow that occurred on the 20-21st resulted in a damaging, branch breaking event for El Paso County 
as many trees had leafed out allowing for snow to load on branches.  Total snowfall for May for northern El Paso 

County was between 12-18” with 8-12” for Colorado Springs with isolated higher and lower amounts. The 
snowfall that was reported into June 1st in Woodland Park and the Palmer Lake into Black Forest area will be 
included in this snow report.  The additional 10.3” of snow in May for Colorado Springs brings the seasonal total 

to 33.4”. 
Further south into Pueblo temperatures were slightly below average with precipitation above average for the 

month of May. The average daily high temperatures in Pueblo were 78.1°F with average lows of 44.3°F. 
Combining the average highs and lows resulted in a monthly mean temperature of 61.2°F which was 0.2°F below 
the average monthly mean of 61.4°F. The airport, in Pueblo, reported 2.41” of precipitation for the month of May 

which was 0.84” above the average of 1.57”. Total snowfall for the airport was 3.2” for the entire month of May, 
which all fell during the event from the 20-22nd and makes May 2022 the 7th snowiest on record. The seasonal 

total for Pueblo now stands at 25.8”.  May was generally a mild month with above average temperatures and 
above average precipitation, although, if it weren’t for the three-day event between the 20-22nd, most areas would 
have received little to no precipitation for the entire month!  Below is a monthly climate graph for Colorado 

Springs. 
 

 
 

Further south into Pueblo temperatures were slightly above average with precipitation below average for the 
month of April. The average daily high temperatures in Pueblo were 71.2°F with average lows of 34.7°F. 

Combining the average highs and lows resulted in a monthly mean temperature of 52.9°F which was 1.6°F warmer 
than the average monthly mean of 51.3°F. The airport, in Pueblo, reported 0.51” of precipitation for the month of 
April which was 1.06” less than the average of 1.57”. Total snowfall for the airport was only a trace for the entire 

month of April. Pueblo received the most amount of snow on April 25th, even though the airport reported 0.0” 
during that event, the only additional snowfall event occurred on the 13th where a trace was recorded at the Pueblo 

airport. April was a mild month with above average temperatures and below average precipitation, in fact, if it 
weren’t for the couple of weak storms to start the month, most areas would have received little to no precipitation 
for the entire month!  

       
 

 
 
 

 
 



May Statistics DIA 

 
 

TEMPERATURE (IN DEGREES F) 
OBSERVED 

VALUE 
NORMAL VALUE 

DEPARTURE FROM 

NORMAL 

    

AVERAGE MAX 71.7°F 71.2°F 0.5°F 

AVERAGE MIN 42.0°F 43.6°F -1.6°F 

MONTHLY MEAN 56.8°F 57.4°F -0.6°F 

DAYS WITH MAX 90 OR ABOVE 1 0.8 0.2 

DAYS WITH MAX 32 OR BELOW 0 0.0 0.0 

DAYS WITH MIN 32 OR BELOW 4 2.9 1.1 

DAYS WITH MIN 0 OR BELOW 0 0.0 0.0 

    

 
OBSERVED 

VALUE 
DATE(S) NORMAL VALUE 

DEPARTURE FROM 

NORMAL 

HIGHEST 90°F 5/11   

LOWEST 31°F 5/21     

     

HEATING DEGREE DAYS     

          

MONTHLY TOTAL 272  261 11 

SEASONAL TOTAL 5381 5812 5550 -431 

         

COOLING DEGREE DAYS     

       

MONTHLY TOTAL 26   26 0 

YEARLY TOTAL 31  27 4 

          

PRECIPITATION (IN INCHES)     

          

MONTHLY TOTAL 2.59”  2.16” 0.43” 

YEARLY TOTAL 5.54”  5.49” 0.05” 

GREATEST IN 24 HOURS 0.88”  5/1-5/2    

DAYS WITH MEASURABLE 

PRECIP. 
8  10.4 -2.4 

          

SNOWFALL (IN INCHES)       

          

MONTHLY TOTAL 2.3”  1.4” 0.9” 

SEASONAL TOTAL 49.5”     

GREATEST IN 24 HOURS 2.3” 5/20-5/21    

GREATEST DEPTH 2.0” 5/21    

         

 



June Preview  

June is typically the peak of severe weather season for the Denver Metro area and eastern Colorado, with an 

overall average of 10 thunderstorm days during the course of the month.  More tornadoes occur in June in 
Colorado than any other month of the year, with the greatest threat occurring for areas east of I -25, but 

occasionally tornadoes can occur across central and western portions of the Metro area.  The threat for large hail 
is also higher during June compared to other months.  The Pikes Peak region and portions of the Palmer Divide 
experience more hail than many areas of the Country.  Average temperatures continue their upward trend during 

June, which is the first month of meteorological summer.  The average high temperature during June is 82.4 
degrees, with an average of 9 days exceeding 90 degrees during the month.  The average low temperature for the 

month is 52.3.  Freezing temperatures are very rare in Denver during June, but it has occurred in the past with an 
all-time monthly record low of 30 occurring in 1951.  Snow is also extremely rare in June in Denver, but it has 
occurred before with a record amount of 0.5” occurring in 1953.  Average precipitation in June is 1.98”, making 

it the third wettest month on average behind May and July using the 1981 to 2010 climate data set.  Often, the 
bulk of the month’s precipitation can occur from just one or two heavy thunderstorms, and precipitation amounts 

tend to be more variable in June than during other months due to the convective nature of precipitation.  If you 
believe the drought monitor and its projections for the month of June it will feature above normal temperatures 
and below normal precipitation.  Skyview Weather believes that many areas will experience near normal 

precipitation and slightly above normal temperatures.     

 

 

DENVER'S APRIL CLIMATOLOGICALLY NORMAL 

(NORMAL PERIOD 1991-2020 DIA Data) OBSERVED VALUE 

    

TEMPERATURE   

    

AVERAGE HIGH 82.4°F 

AVERAGE LOW 52.3°F 

MONTHLY MEAN 67.4°F 

DAYS WITH HIGH 90 OR ABOVE 8.0 

DAYS WITH HIGH 32 OR BELOW 0.0 

DAYS WITH LOW 32 OR BELOW 0.0 

DAYS WITH LOWS ZERO OR BELOW 0.0 

    

PRECIPITATION   

    

MONTHLY MEAN 1.98” 

DAYS WITH MEASURABLE PRECIPITATION 8 

AVERAGE SNOWFALL IN INCHES 0.0” 

DAYS WITH 1.0 INCH OF SNOW OR MORE 0 

    

MISCELLANEOUS AVERAGES   

    

HEATING DEGREE DAYS 133 

COOLING DEGREE DAYS 62 

WIND SPEED (MPH) 8.9 mph 

WIND DIRECTION South 

DAYS WITH THUNDERSTORMS 10 

DAYS WITH DENSE FOG <1 

PERCENT OF SUNSHINE POSSIBLE 70% 

    



EXTREMES   

    

RECORD HIGH 105 on 6/25/2012, 6/26/2012 

RECORD LOW 30 on 6/2/1951 

WARMEST 75.0 in 2012 

COLDEST 60.6 in 1967 

WETTEST 4.96” in 1882 

DRIEST TR in 1890 

SNOWIEST 0.5” in 1953 

LEAST SNOWY 0.0” in numerous years 

 

Snowfall 

City Sept Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May/Jun Total 

Aurora (Central) 0.0” 0.0” 0.0” 6.2” 10.8” 15.8” 10.9” 0.0” 3.3” 47.0” 

Boulder  0.0” TR 0.5” 12.2” 15.0” 32.4” 16.7” TR 8.3” 88.0” 

Brighton 0.0” 0.0” 0.0” 4.8” 11.8” 17.2” 5.8” 0.0” 1.5” 41.1” 

Broomfield 0.0” TR 0.3” 8.9” 14.0” 23.0” 7.8” 0.0” 4.0” 58.0” 

Castle Rock 0.0” 0.2” 0.5” 7.6” 13.8” 17.3” 17.9” 0.0” 9.5” 66.8” 

Colo Sprgs Airport  0.0” 0.0” TR 2.8” 1.9” 10.5” 7.9” TR 10.3” 33.4” 

Denver DIA 0.0” 0.0” TR 5.9” 12.4” 15.8” 13.1” TR 2.3” 49.5” 

Denver Downtown 0.0” 0.0” TR 7.1” 11.3” 23.0” 11.1” TR 2.0” 54.5” 

Golden 0.0” 0.0” 3.2” 10.5” 21.5” 26.0” 17.9” TR 10.8” 89.9” 

Fort Collins  0.0” TR 0.5” 7.6” 10.6” 14.7” 8.3” 0.0” TR 41.7” 

Highlands Ranch  0.0” TR 0.2” 6.1” 11.9” 21.8” 11.8” 0.0” 7.0” 58.8” 

Lakewood  0.0” 0.0” 1.0” 7.8” 13.1” 23.3” 11.2” 0.0” 4.5” 60.9” 

Littleton 0.0” 0.0” 0.2” 6.3” 15.6” 24.3” 14.0” 0.0” 7.0” 67.4” 

Monument 0.0” 1.4” 2.2” 7.8” 18.8” 17.9” 22.1” 1.0” 17.0” 88.4” 

Parker  0.0” TR 0.1” 4.5” 8.3” 15.8” 12.3” 0.0” 6.0” 47.0” 

Sedalia - Hwy 67 0.0” TR 1.2” 9.0” 17.2” 21.0” 20.1” TR 12.0” 80.5” 

Thornton 0.0” 0.0” TR 7.8” 13.1” 25.7” 7.1” 0.0” 1.8” 55.5” 

Westminster 0.0” 0.0” 0.1” 9.3” 14.5” 27.0” 11.5” 0.0” 3.0” 65.4” 

Wheat Ridge 0.0” 0.0” 0.5” 8.3” 15.5” 23.6” 12.9” TR 5.5” 66.3” 

Windsor 0.0” 0.0” TR 6.4” 10.7” 13.8” 4.5” TR TR 35.4" 

 

Rainfall 

City May June July Aug Sept Total 

Aurora (Central) 3.29”     3.29” 

Boulder  3.21”     3.21” 

Brighton 2.57”     2.57” 

Broomfield 3.85”     3.85” 



Castle Rock 2.45”     2.45” 

Colo Sprgs Airport  2.02”     2.02” 

Denver DIA 2.59”     2.59” 

Denver Downtown 3.90”     3.90” 

Golden NA     NA 

Fort Collins  2.72”     2.72” 

Highlands Ranch  2.97”     2.97” 

Lakewood  4.11”     4.11” 

Littleton 3.60”     3.60” 

Monument 2.38”     2.38” 

Parker  2.13”     2.13” 

Sedalia - Hwy 67 2.81”     2.81” 

Thornton 3.36”     3.36” 

Westminster 3.04”     3.04” 

Wheat Ridge 2.65”     2.65” 

Windsor 2.50”     2.50” 
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