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Denver Monthly Snowfall Records  

  
2022 has already been a busier season than 2021 as Colorado has had a couple of snow events so far this season. 

In 2021, Denver broke the record for latest snowfall of the season with the first measurable snow on December 

10, 2021, where DIA reported 0.3” of snowfall. 2022 has had 2 significant events that impacted the region, the 

first on October 27th where DIA reported only a trace of snowfall, effectively not counting towards an event as 

0.1” of snowfall must be recorded. However, a second event earlier this month starting on the 3rd and carrying 

over into the 4th where DIA reported a whopping 4.5” of snowfall will be counted as the first snowfall of this 

season. Although the La Niña pattern continues to dominate, which usually prevents snowfall events, especially 

in the fall season, Colorado has experienced a rather normal amount of snowfall events this year. As we head 

deeper into the snowfall season, here is a list of record events for each month and the year that it occurred: 
 

 



 
 

 

Looking at all the extreme snow years it’s NOT March or April with the highest monthly totals in which we 

associate our big spring storms, it is November and December that have the record highest monthly snow totals 

in Denver history! This information and more can be found on the web at the NWS Boulder climate page: 
 

https://www.weather.gov/bou/local_climate 
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Drought Update  
 

Overall, much of CO remains under abnormally dry to moderate drought conditions. Much of Colorado now 

shows drought free conditions over the central and southern mountainous areas of the state.  Drought conditions 

are worse in our neighboring states to the west and east respectively where much less precipitation has occurred 

this season.   
 

 

 
  



 

The map below shows forecasted temperature deviances for November 2022. There is a continued bias for 

above normal temperatures to continue this month, favoring southeastern portions of the state. Nearly all the 

eastern half of the United States is projected to experience above normal temperatures with well above average 

temperatures expected in the northeastern United States.    

 

 
 

 

 

 

  



 

The map below shows forecasted precipitation deviances for November 2022. For the first time in many 

months, the western slope of Colorado has slightly above average chances for precipitation through November 

with equal chances along the Continental Divide and eastward towards the plains.    

 

 
 

  



 

Similar drought conditions are expected to persist November as there were in October, especially in areas of 

CO that are already considered to be in drought. However, even more improvement along the mountain terrain 

is expected as we move into an increased chance for snow along the western slope through the month of 

November. Southeastern Colorado could also improve drought conditions through the month of November as 

dry conditions have impacted most areas along the upper Arkansas River Basin.   

 

 

 
  



October Summary 
October 2022 was well above normal in temperature and below normal in precipitation at DIA. Most areas along 

the I-25 corridor from Fort Collins to Castle Rock experienced near normal to slightly below normal precipitation 

and well above normal temperatures. This was mainly in part due to a persistent high-pressure ridge which 

dominated over the Colorado region for most of October. Average high temperature for the month of October 

was 67.3°F slightly above the average of 65.3°F, albeit slightly cooler than last year’s 69.3°F. Monthly lows 

averaged 40.3°F which was 3.3°F above the normal of 37.0°F. Combining the monthly high and low temperatures 

produced a monthly mean temperature of 53.8°F degrees which was 2.7°F above the normal of 51.1°F. The 

warmest day in October occurred on the 20th which had a high temperature of 79°F. Precipitation wise DIA 

reported a measly 0.46” of moisture which was over half below the normal of 0.99”. The highest precipitation 

amount recorded was on the 3rd where 0.27” of rainfall dropped at DIA. Snowfall for DIA during the month of 

October only measured a trace, which is well below the normal of 3.9”, however, warmer temperatures for the 

event on the 27th resulted in more widespread rainfall for areas below 6k feet due to the event taking place during 

the daytime hours. This event did bring snowfall to areas above 6k feet where 3-6” could be found along the 

Plamer Divide and into the foothills. Below is a map of departure from normal precipitation over NE CO and can 

be found from the October Climate summary page provided by the NWS in Boulder:        
 

https://www.weather.gov/media/bou/October2022Climate.pdf 
 

 
 

 

https://www.weather.gov/media/bou/October2022Climate.pdf


Further south into Colorado Springs and Pueblo temperatures were also above normal with below normal 

precipitation. The monthly mean temperature for Colorado Springs was 52.4°F which is 1.7°F above normal and 

only the 24th warmest of all time. The airport in Colorado Springs reported 0.15” of moisture which is 0.62” below 

normal and ranks as the 25th driest on record for the month of October. The City of Pueblo reported a monthly 

mean temperature of 54.4°F which was 1.6°F above normal. Only 0.18” of precipitation was observed, 0.58” 

below normal. Below are the maps signifying the departures from normal for both temperatures and precipitation 

for the month of October across Colorado.  
 

Temperature Departure from Normal October:  
 

 
 

Precipitation Departure from Normal October:  

     



 

October Statistics DIA 

 
 

TEMPERATURE (IN DEGREES F) 
OBSERVED 

VALUE 
NORMAL VALUE 

DEPARTURE FROM 

NORMAL 

    

AVERAGE MAX 84.3°F 79.6°F 4.7°F 

AVERAGE MIN 53.6°F 50.0°F 3.6°F 

MONTHLY MEAN 69.0°F 64.8°F 4.2°F 

DAYS WITH MAX 90 OR ABOVE 10 4.2 5.8 

DAYS WITH MAX 32 OR BELOW 0.0 0.0 0.0 

DAYS WITH MIN 32 OR BELOW 0.0 0.7 -0.7 

DAYS WITH MIN 0 OR BELOW 0.0 0.0 0.0 

    

 
OBSERVED 

VALUE 
DATE(S) NORMAL VALUE 

DEPARTURE FROM 

NORMAL 

HIGHEST 99°F 9/7, 9/8   

LOWEST 42°F 9/25     



     

HEATING DEGREE DAYS     

          

MONTHLY TOTAL 53  105 -52 

SEASONAL TOTAL 53   117 -64 

         

COOLING DEGREE DAYS     

       

MONTHLY TOTAL 178   99 79 

YEARLY TOTAL 1168  842 326 

          

PRECIPITATION (IN INCHES)     

          

MONTHLY TOTAL 1.25”  1.35” -0.10” 

YEARLY TOTAL 9.81”  12.50” -2.69” 

GREATEST IN 24 HOURS 0.50”  9/2    

DAYS WITH MEASURABLE 

PRECIP. 
7  6 1.0 

          

SNOWFALL (IN INCHES)       

          

MONTHLY TOTAL 0.0”  0.8” 0.8” 

SEASONAL TOTAL 0.0”     

GREATEST IN 24 HOURS 0.0”      

GREATEST DEPTH 0.0”      
         

 

November Preview  

Temperatures begin to cool off significantly during the month of November as the start of meteorological winter 

nears. Over the past few years, November has fallen to the fifth snowiest month on average in Denver, behind 

March, April, December, and February respectively. Over the course of the month, the average high in November 

falls from 59°F on the 1st to 46°F by the 30th. Overall, the average high for the month is 52.1°F and the average 

low for the month is 24.5°F. The all-time record high for November of 81°F occurred in 2017, while the all-time 

record low of -18°F occurred all the way back in 1877. Usually, the first arctic cold front of the season occurs in 

late November with the first single-digit or subzero temperatures through the overnight hours. Denver typically 

experiences 2-4 measurable snowfall events over the course of November with a monthly average of 8.7”, and 

occasionally can experience major snowstorms like those that occur in the spring. Denver’s largest snow event 

on record in November occurred in 1946 when 42.6” total fell for that month. A monthly mean of 0.61” of 

precipitation with generally 5 weather events occurring around the Denver area during the month of November, 

with much of this falling as snow. Snowfall in early and mid-November is often heavier and wetter in nature with 

some melt on pavement occurring, but toward the end of the month, snow tends to accumulate on pavement due 

more easily to colder temperatures and lower solar angles. For November 2022 Skyview Weather expects above 

normal temperatures and average precipitation and snowfall. 
 

 



DENVER'S NOVEMBER CLIMATOLOGICALLY NORMAL 

(NORMAL PERIOD 1991-2020 DIA Data) OBSERVED VALUE 

    

TEMPERATURE   

    

AVERAGE HIGH 52.1°F 

AVERAGE LOW 24.5°F 

MONTHLY MEAN 38.3°F 

DAYS WITH HIGH 90 OR ABOVE 0.0 

DAYS WITH HIGH 32 OR BELOW 3 

DAYS WITH LOW 32 OR BELOW 23 

DAYS WITH LOWS ZERO OR BELOW 1 

    

PRECIPITATION   

    

MONTHLY MEAN 0.61” 

DAYS WITH MEASURABLE PRECIPITATION 5 

AVERAGE SNOWFALL IN INCHES 8.7” 

DAYS WITH 1.0 INCH OF SNOW OR MORE 3 

    

MISCELLANEOUS AVERAGES   

   

HEATING DEGREE DAYS 801 

COOLING DEGREE DAYS 0 

WIND SPEED (MPH) 8.2 mph 

WIND DIRECTION South 

DAYS WITH THUNDERSTORMS 0 

DAYS WITH DENSE FOG 1 

PERCENT OF SUNSHINE POSSIBLE 64% 

    

EXTREMES   

    

RECORD HIGH 81°F on 11/27/2017 

RECORD LOW -18°F on 11/29/1877 

WARMEST 50.9°F in 1949 

COLDEST 22.0°F in 1880 

WETTEST 3.21” in 1946 

DRIEST Trace in 2021, 1949, 1901, 1899 

SNOWIEST 42.6” in 1946 

LEAST SNOWY 0.0” in 1995 

 

 

 

 

 



Snowfall 

City Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr/May Total 

Aurora (Central) 0.0”     
  

0.0” 

Boulder  0.0”     
  

0.0” 

Brighton 0.0”     
  

0.0” 

Broomfield TR     
  

TR 

Castle Rock 3.8”     
  

3.8” 

Colo Sprgs Airport  TR     
  

TR 

Denver DIA TR     
  

TR 

Denver Downtown TR     
  

TR 

Golden 2.0”     
  

2.0” 

Fort Collins  0.2”     
  

0.2” 

Highlands Ranch  2.5”     
  

2.5” 

Lakewood  TR     
  

TR 

Littleton 1.2”     
  

1.2” 

Monument 5.5”     
  

5.5” 

Parker  1.0”     
  

1.0” 

Sedalia - Hwy 67 5.2”     
  

5.2” 

Thornton TR     
  

TR 

Westminster TR     
  

TR 

Wheat Ridge TR     
  

TR 

Windsor 0.0”     
  

0.0” 
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